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A LETTER FROM THE ORGANIZING 
MISSIONER. 

Church House, 
Sydney, 

September, 1930. 
My dear Friends, 

It is the eve of my departure for Eng' 
land, and not easy is it for me to write. Nor 
is it easy for me leave my family or the 
work of the B.C.A. A sense of duty moves 
me, coupled with the hope that my service 
in England may prove of some advantage to 
our Society, standing as it does for the 
Gospel in Australia. I go away strengthened 
by happy memories and fellowship in prayer 
and work, and I trust, God willing, to return 
in June, 1931, and to enter once again upon 
my duties, renewed in vigour and enriched by 
experience. 

In the meantime, I earnestly commend to 
your prayers and interest all the workers of 
the B.C.A, m the various bitfields, also the 

staffs of our offices in Sydney and in Mel' 
bourne. Especially would I ask that loyal 
support be accorded to Rev. N. Haviland, 
who will act as Organizing Missioner during 
my absence. Upon him will fall great re' 
sponsibilities—administrative and financial. 
Will you please cheer me and help him by 
generous giving, especially at this season ? 
Our B.C.A. ministries in the out'back are 
being maintained by sacrifice. Will you share 
with us by similar sacrifice ? That is my 
earnest call to you as I go forth. 

With farewell wishes, 
I am, yours sincerely, 

S. J. KIRKBY. 

PERSONAL. 

All B.C.A. friends will hasten to convey 
heartiest congratulations to Rev. L. Daniels, 
the Flying Padre, on his marriage to Miss E. 
M. Tietkens, of Eastwood. The happy cere' 
mony took place at St. Philip's Church, East' 
wood, on Wednesday, 20th August, the Rev. 
A. Colvin officiating and the Rev. S. J. 
Kirkby assisting. The Rev. Joseph Young 
also joined in the service by giving a suit' 
able wedding address. Mr. and Mrs. Daniels 
"flew off" to Wilcannia, followed by the best 
wishes of all. 

The outfields of the B.C.A. have been 
cheered and brightened by the recent visit 
of two English ladies, the Misses Hardcastle 
and Buscarlet, of the staff of the Colonial 
and Continental Church Society. Their itin' 
erary included the West Darling area, a Mis' 
sion Van journey, Croajingolong, the Far* 
West in South Australia, the Nullarbor 
Plains, and the East'West Railway work. 
They return to England with the hearty good' 
will and appreciation of the whole B.C.A. 

CHRISTMAS IS COMING ! 

September!—and it is time to think of 
Christmas! To the B.C.A. this is a season 
of special significance. In all our areas, 
far and wide, there are innumerable li t t le 
ones to whom December 25 would be but 
a bare date on the calendar if it were not 
for the B.C.A. Santa Claus. 

A curious elusive character is this la t ter 
person. He sometimes appears in the 
guise of an aviator travelling in a real 
aeroplane, or as a Bush Sister arr iving at 
a lonely homestead in a motor car or on 
a " b i k e . " Sometimes he shows up as a 
B.C.A. Mission Padre or in the dress of a 

Nurse. To some areas he cannot go, so 
the local mailman is glad to take his place 
and carry his wonderful parcels for him. 
But whatever be his appearance or his 
mode of travel , one thing is always notice-
able : the good gifts he brings all come 
from the Bush Church Aid Christmas Tree. 

Now, for 1930, it is desired tha t Santa 
come into early action again. There is 
greater need to meet, and his kindly 
generous remembrances must be multi-
plied. The far out-back has suffered, and 
is still suffering. The cloud of depres-
sion hangs low. But we muist not let dis-
appointment visit t he l i t t le ones. In 
spite of all, we surely can rise to the 
occasion and see to it tha t the gifts suf-
ficient for every boy and girl will be forth-
coming. Surely we can determine to 
make Christmas of 1930 bright with all 
the joy of giving and receiving in the 
Name of Him Who called li t t le children 
unto Himself and gave them His blessing. 

Thus the B.C.A. renews appeal to all i ts 
friends for special Christmas Tree gifts 
in money or in goods. We do not ap-
pend a full list of needs, but rather a list 
of suggestions. Three things we specially 
impress upon our readers : 

(1) Please do not send anything "but 
new gifts. Second-hand books and toys 
are useful at other times, but not at the 
Christmas season. We do not like to give 
an expectant child a bat tered doll or a 
soiled book on that great day of the year. 

(2) Please remember t h a t we have "boys 
as well as girls out-hack, Wre are deeply 
greateful for all the g i r l s ' gifts generously 
included in the parcels, but somehow boys 
are forgotten. 

(3) Please keep in mind t h a t we can 
buy goods a t Dig discounts. If in doubt 
what to buy, send us the amount, no mat-
ter how small. We can assure our readers 
that their donations will be judiciously 
expended. 

Now follows the list:—Books, dolls, 
boats, penknives, school sets, cricket sets, 
mechanical toys, whistles, trumpets, en-
gines, mouth organs, drums, stuffed 
animals, and all those gifts tha t make 
little hearts light and little eyes sparkle. 
Don ' t forget lucky bags and Christmas 
stockings. 

A final and important word. Goods 
and parcels should be in our hands no 
later than November 19. I t is imperative 
tha t the Christmas Tree goods for the re-
mote areas be on the spot not much later 
than the beginning of the month. 
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Keep the date, and remember tha t your 
gifts may be sent to the following address : 

Bush Church Aid Society, 
Diocesan Church House, 

St. Andrew's Cathedral, 
George Street, 

Sydney. 
Or to— 

The Victorian B.C.A. Office, 
St. Paul ' s Cathedral Building, 

Flinders Lane, 
Melbourne. 

HAVE YOU BOUGHT YOUR COPY 
of our 

B.C.A. BOOK? 

THESE TEN YEARS 
By the Organising Missioner. 

A record of our work for the Church 
since the inception of the Society. 

The Book includes a Series of 10 
Historical Sketches and 21 Photo-
graphic Illustrations of the Real 
Australia Out-back. 

Read it ! 
Send a Copy Overseas as a 

Christmas Gift ! 
PRICE, 1/-. Posted, 1/1. 

Buy or order from— 
B.C.A. Office, St. Andrew's Cathedral, 

George Street, Sydney. 
B.C.A. Office, St. Paul's Cathedral, 

Flinders Lane, Melbourne. 

THE SYDNEY RALLY FOR 1930. 

The B.C.A. is chiefly concerned with 
Ihings in the future. Deeds of the past 
must be left very much to look after them-
selves, but we cannot afford to ignore that 
great night, Tuesday, August 10th, the 
occasion of our big Annual Rally. 

We may no longer consider the B.C.A. 
Tea as an experiment, but as a fixture. 
As in 1929, Mrs. E. Bragg and her par ty 
undertook all the responsibilityt that 
meant that success was assured. Over 
330 were provided for in two sittings, and 
the greatest happiness prevailed. We 
cannot offer any apology to those friends 
who came without tickets and perforce 
had to wait until the second sitting. In 
all our notices of the Bally it was ex-
pressly stated that admission was by 
ticket. The Tea was a joyous social oc-
casion, and gave opportunity for renew-
ing old fellowships. 

Could we have anything finer than St. 
Andrew's Cathedral Choir, which, under 
Mr. T. W. Beckett, the Organist, provided 
sweet harmony. We like this musical 
interlude, so fitting a preparation for the 
big meeting to follow. 

What can be said or writ ten tha t will 
adequately describe the Rally itself! The 
seating of the audience became a problem 
early in the evening. Moore Coll 
students toiled like galley slaves a ¥ l i 
carried up extra chairs from the baseml 
and proceeded to break all laws regulat l 
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public halls by stuffing every aisle and 
corner and gangway with folk who thought 
that 7.30 p.m. was quite early enough for 
a meeting timed for 7.45 p.m. But when 
will our friends learn that no such liber-
ties can be taken with a B.C.A. Bally*? 
Incidentally, we do need a larger hall. 
Is there one in Sydney so homely and 
central as the Chapter House, and yet 
which will seat at least a thousand? We 
do not desire to go to the Town Hall, 
which generally is as cold as a cave and 
bereft of all acoustic properties. 

The stirring opening hymn was followed 
by prayers led by Bev. L. Gabbott. Then 
Canon Langley, as Honorary Clerical Sec-
retary, read the cheery greetings from 
B.C.A. workers in distant parts , as well 
a happy message from the Victorian Com-
mittee and Deputation Secretary, Bev. V. 
S. W. Mitchell. The extracts from the 
Report were encouraging and interesting. 

Our Chairman this year was the Honor-
able the Chief Justice, Sir Philip W. 
Street, K.C.M.G., and well known as a 
solid Churchman. His were words of 
wisdom and encouragement, emphasising 
the big principles on which the B.C.A. is 
founded. 

Sister Kathleen Northcott, Van Mis-
sioner, both captivated and impressed us 
by a telling message full of human sym-
pathy, and yet instinct with a deep spiri-
tuali ty. To hear her story was convinc-
ing proof of the worth of Mission Van 
work. 

Then followed the Rev. L. Daniels, 
Aeroplane Missioner, who flew down from 
Wilcannia (600 miles or more) to at tend 
the gathering. He pointed out the urgent 
need of support for both the Aeroplane 
Mission and the work of the Wilcannia 
Hostel. The Fa r West was suffering 
acutely, yet the ministrations of the 
Church dare not be allowed to cease. 

The Rev. S. J. Kirkby, Organising Mis-
sioner, then provided a survey of the wide-
spread work of the Society in the various 
States, paying t r ibute to the Padres, 
Nurses and Deaconesses engaged in the 
various fields. He closed with a challenge 
to the audience to share in the work by 
providing immediately for another Nurse, 
Deaconess, and for a second 'plane for 
the Mission in remote South Australia. 

And now what about the Bally thank-
offering? £150 had been asked for and 
prayed for. Of course, there were doubt-
ful souls—and even critical souls. To 
ask for such an amount in these dark days 
of depression was unthinkable! Yet the 
notice had been sent out, "£150 thank-
offering will be taken u p . " And was 
there any failure or disappointment? 
B.C.A. friends absent from and present 
at the Bally thundered out, as it were, a 
big NO by giving £183 instead. To (rod, 
the Giver of all good gifts, be the praise! 

An exposition of pictures of out-back 
work closed the meeting, and the Benedic-
tion was pronounced by the Ven. Arch-
deacon Boyce. But we mus tn ' t close 
without an expression of thanks to all 
who assisted, especially Mr. E. Bragg, who 
took the piano for the hymns, and who 
inspired us to sing as Christian people 
should always sing, with heart and voice 
and melody. 

For the Bally of 1930 we thank God 
and take courage. 

OUR B.C.A. BOOK. 

"These Ten Y e a r s / ' 

I t is out at last, and we are tremend-
ously encouraged by the reception accorded 
it. People say that they like it, and by 
the rush of sales at all meetings and else-
where they must be recommending it to 
others. We want the book to be in every 
B.C.A. home and every Church home. I t 
is time that all folk knew what is being 
done for our Church by the B.C.A. 
" These Ten Y e a r s , " with its at tractive 
real Australian cover, and with its inter-
esting contents and illustrations, will 
make it clear. 

But some will ask, " W h a t is this 
b o o k ? " Briefly, it consists of a series 
of ten sketches of the history of the 
B.C.A. (1920-1930), and of the out-back 
where i t works. The real Australian, 
only to be seen in remote areas, is de-
scribed, together with the varied minis-
tries of the B.C.A. Aeroplane, Mission Hos-
pitals, Children's Hostels, Bush Sisters, 
Mission Vans, Correspondence Sunday 
School, etc. There are 45 pages of letter-
press and 21 photo, illustrations. Some 
people say tha t the cover block in two 
tones gives a fitting artistic finish to the 
production. The book would make a 
charming little gift for friends in other 
States or overseas. Whv not order one 
or more for Christmas? The price is only 
one shilling; one penny extra for postage. 

This paper must not unduly belaud the 
book, but it will not be out of place to 
quote from notices and reviews in certain 
journals. 

"The Australian Church Record'': " A 
record of the work of this splendid Home 
Mission Society of the Church in the back-
blocks . . . . delightfully illustrated with 
views. We recommend all and sundry to 
buy the little volume." 

"Sydney Diocesan Magazine* ' : " T h e 
book contains a mine of information about 
the back-country, and should be illumin-
at ing to all Church-people." 

"Church of England Messenger' ' 
(Melbourne) : " T h e author has evident 
pleasure in telling the ta le ; the reader 
will find equal pleasure in reading it, 
which we hope they will d o . ' ' 

"Church Standard'* : " T h i s well-
printed booklet of 48 Dages . . . . is a most 
interesting record of diligent pastoral lab-
our, and is copiously i l lus t ra ted . " 

* 'Australian Christian W o r l d ' r : " A n 
at tract ively got up little booklet ." 

This note should not close without 
grateful acknowledgment to Rev. S. M. 
Johnstone, of Parramat ta , whose reading 
of the manuscript and suggestions -proved 
to be of valuable heln: to Mrs. F . M. Char>-
man and Rev. N\ Haviland, for pains-
taking proof-reading: and, last but not 
least, to Mr. H. M. Gelding, of Crovdon, 
whose art is try is responsible for the cover 
design. 

Tn a special paragraph we must notice 
the craftsmanship of our printers. Messrs. 
D. S. Ford, of Svdney. To their ever-
obliging service they added excellence in 
execution. 
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A WORD TO THOSE WHO WOULD 
HELP. 

The season of special entertainment is 
on us, and we look to friends to remember 
our work. Why not a special effort for 
the B.C.A. in every parish ! Given de-
termination and enthusiasm, there is sure 
to be success. Will anyone take up the 
challenge? We set before our readers a 
few ideas. 

(1) A Peddlers' Parade. This form of 
entertainment and sale can be given a 
novel and real Australian turn. Twelve 
characters (more or fewer will do) ar-
range to represent each a distinct out-back 
type. They enter the hall, a room to 
which people have been invited. A little 
Australian music provides an introductory 
touch as they march around, and then each 
may be introduced with a word of humor-
ous explanation. Then each character 
takes charge of a peddler 's t ray or basket 
and disposes of the articles, big or small, 
to the audience. As an original method 
of conducting a small Sale of Work i t 
stands unequalled. Again we ask : Will 
anyone take it up? 

The following characters are suggested 
as related to the out-back or to our B.C.A. 
work :—Nurse, Bush Deaconess, Fossicker, 
Swagman, Stock-rider, Aboriginal, Black 
" G i n " and Children, Hindoo Hawker, 
Aviator, Out-back Mother, Chinese Station-
cook. 

We have prepared a programme. Even 
the introduction has been cast into simple 
verse. We shall be glad to send a copy 
to any inquirer. I t can be confidently 
recommended as a happy piece of Mis-
sionary propaganda. 

Our Campfire Travel Talk, with dialogue 
for five or six girls (or boys), together 
with a novel exposition of Missionary 
pictures, still is available. Is there a 
Sunday School class or Gir ls ' Guild will-
ing to help in this way? Here again we 
can help by providing the words of the 
dialogue. I t is simple and at t ract ive, 
and can be carried out with a minimum 
of trouble. 

The prize winning B.C.A. Alphabet pub-
lished in this issue also lends itself to a 
programme. Select 26 children; let each 
carry a large cardboard letter, and on the 
platform the alphabet could be recited in 
turn by the little ones. Following on 
this, combinations of the letters could be 
made into words significant of B.C.A. 
work or of some special message of appeal. 
Very prett i ly could this be carried out, 
and with utmost simplicity. 

Write or call at our office and tell us 
what you would like to do, and let us 
help you. 

POINTS FROM PENONG. 

Drought conditions still prevail around 
our B.C.A. Hospital district at Penong, in 
the Far West Mission area in South Aus-

numerous gihk. ™ n V p a +Tl° p - ; < ^ w " «f 
The Mothers' Union, St. David's, Am- [ 

cliff, for groceries and gifts. 
Mrs. Dixon Hudson and the Mothers * ! 

Union at St. George's, Hurstville, for an ' 
afternoon quite eclipsing all past efforts. ' 

The Women's Guild, St. John's, Bee - ! 
croft, arranged their usual Grocery After-

breaks their hearts as well as their 
finances. 

I t seriously affects our B.C.A. work. 
The Eev. W. Noel Book, ba t t l ing on with 
great heart, began to think that the 
middle of the Sahara Desert must be as 
a paradise of beauty and comfort as com-
pared with his area. Sister Bazeley, 
Matron, is looking for someone to make 
a suitably large glass case which could be 
fitted over her Hospital when the dust— 
and sand—storms are raging. In a let-
ter she endeavours to wax cheerful over 
a fall of rain. Her weather chart 
showed : a.m., 2 points of ra in ; p.m., 
choice dust storm. No wonder she com-
ments tha t it will t ake inches and inches 
of rain to settle the shifting, drifting sand. 

The tantal ising fact is tha t farther 
along the t rack leading into Western Aus-
tral ia the country has been marvellously 
blessed with a good season. The Nullar-
bor Plains are well-grassed. Already 
nearly 500 horses have been taken 
through, and a t least 3000 sheep. This 
means much, though quite a company of 
men must camp on the plains in order to 
look after the stock. I t is the only hope 
of saving the animals. Bravely have the 
women stayed behind to look after the 
selections, and do all the work unti l their 
husbands return. Oh, the gal lantry of 
these out-back women! 

The Plight of the Aborigines. 
Drought conditions have driven many 

of the aborigines out of the back-country. 
The disappearance of nat ive game, etc., 
makes it hard for them. Those who are 
accustomed to obtaining an occasional 
job now wander round with the rest, com-
pelled to beg. Some endeavour to earn 
an honest " c h i l l i n " by making and sell-
ing boomerangs, throwing sticks, and other 
native weapons. But the market for these 
is limited. Government rations are not 
handed out on lavish scale. And the bit 
of " b a c c a " which the blackfellow loves 
(and the black woman much more so) is 
not forthcoming. I t is both comic and 
pathetic to see two or three black gins, 
huddled over a dying fire, sucking at 
stubby old pipes into which they have 
stuffed a half-burned twig. 

Novel Medical Method. 
Round about the Hospital they congre-

gate. Their squalid camps are not far 
distant—a conglomeration of bag " h u m -
p i e s , " scrub shelters, snarling dogs. 
Their medical needs are chiefly a cough 
mixture, preferably one with a " b i t e " 
and " k i c k " combined. This they prefer 
to take neat from the bottle without any 
adulteration by water. The gift of a 
bottle of mixture is hailed with delight 
by all friends and relatives of the pa t ien t ; 
they, whether whole or sick, immediately 
assemble to sample the medicine. The 
passing round of the bottle is quite an 
impressive ceremony, each part icipant 
hanging on to the bottle until i t is 
dragged away by his (or her) neighbour. 
The loud smacking of lips which follows 
may be taken as evidence tha t the doctor 
has prescribed the correct ingredients. 

Another prevalent minor complaint 
among the aborigines is a body itch. The 
causes are many : some obscure, some most 
evident. Whatever be the opinion pri-
vately entertained by skilled impartial 

observers, the fact remains that the itch 
is "troublesome and calls for cure. A pro-
tracted course of soap and hot water would 
work wonders, but neither of these is 
found in the domestic repertoire of the 
aboriginal. But we are grateful for the 
recent discovery of another cure which ap-
pears to be equally effective—and that , 
the disused oil drawn from the sump of a 
motor car. The secret of the healing 
virtues of this vile black muck we do 
not know; whether it be the oil or the 
carbon or the minute metal particles is 
a mystery. But a few external applica-
tions on the body of the pat ient , and lo! 
he is cured. Only one drawback is 
noticeable. Whilst the pat ients are under-
going t reatment their presence suggests 
the proximity of a number of motor cars 
in a stage of decomposition. 

Light and Shade Out-hack. 
But we all like the aborigines, queer 

though their ways may be. Eecently a 
body of men assembled, or rather lounged, 
on the front verandah of the Doctor 's 
surgery. Though dusky in complexion, 
they looked as important as a deputation 
of city aldermen. I t took some courage 
for one of them to ring the bell. When 
the Doctor opened the door with a sur-
prised query about their presence, one of 
the men suddenly produced a baby and 
commenced making a speech about some 
small white spots which showed on the 
baby ' s tongue. His broken and nervous 
eloquence was cut short by the Doctor 's 
swift examination of the infant, who 
proved to be suffering from a tr ivial com-
plaint common to children, black and 
white. When the verdict was pronounced 
there were loud grunts of praise, and off 
they trooped, much relieved and looking 
more like aldermen than ever! 

These dark brethren of ours deserve our 
prayers, and much more. We have not 
given them the fair deal. We have 
robbed them, ruined them, flogged them, 
and spoiled them. When those practices 
became dangerous to us, we then embarked 
on a policy of contempt and disregard, 
mingled with commercial exploitation. 
May God have mercy on our souls and 
give us grace to make amends, and to 
nourish and guard and evangelise the rem-
nant tha t is left. S. J . K. 

DAY DREAMS AND NIGHT VISIONS. 

" Y o u r young men shall see visions, and 
your old men shall dream d r e a m s ! " So 
said the prophet. Perhaps it is granted 
to others, who. claim to be neither young 
nor old, to indulge in both exercises. 
Anyhow, the B.C.A. tries to see possibili-
ties. In fact, it does see some; wild 
ones, they may appear to be, but what 
wonderful things would eventuate if they 
came to pass! We mention a couple 
here. 

THE SECOND AEROPLANE. 
There is no doubt about the need. Let 

anyone visit the Far West Mission on the 
Coast of the Great Australian Bight and 
then proceed to the work on the East-
West Eailway, and they will re turn con-
vinced tha t the distances are enormous, the 
disabilities of motor travel are real, and 
the consequent ihfrequency of services is 
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painful. The proposed second B.C.A. 
'plane must come. The time for i t is 
NOW ! We have dared to open a New 
Aeroplane Fund. I t stands in credit at 
£12. How much more do we need? 
Well, we feel like the Salvation Army 
captain who called for a collection at the 
street corner. He spread his flag on the 
ground and invited the crowd to give. 
Someone threw in a penny. He flung 
his cap into the air and shouted, "Ha l l e -
lujah! we only need 19/11 to make a £! " 
The B.C.A. feels like tha t . But in solemn 
truth we have frequently felt like that 
during the ten years of our existence. 
The seemingly impossible and unattain-
able has confronted us. The Wilcannia 
Hostel Fund once stood at £65, and Ave 
needed £425 within 48 hours to secure the 
present building. I t came! The Mun-
gindi Hostel Fund stood at £46 on January 
1st, 1929—a hopelessly small sum, i t 
seemed; but on December 31st, 1929, it 
stood at £1010, and the Hostel was com-
pleted free of debt. All the time our 
other work progressed as usual. These 
instances could be multiplied. God's 
Word says, ' ' According to your faith be 
i t done unto y o u . " The B.C.A. has 
found it to be true. Fai th does not 
mean a blind credulity, but a humble 
recognition of the Fact of God. We are 
content to stay ourselves on that . 

We ask our readers to think it out. 
To encourage us, the Administrator of the 
Diocese of Willochra writes : " I am 
pleased to know . . . . that you contem-
plate a second 'plane in connection with 
the work carried on in this diocese by 
Revs. W. N. Rook and S. G. Stewart . I 
should think that the vast area which 
these men are covering could be worked 
much easier and to greater advantage in 
other respects by an aeroplane than by 
motor ears, and I hearti ly commend this 
venture to the sympathy and support of 
all Church-people. ' ' 

The fund is open. I t is worthy of a 
special gift. 

ANOTHER NURSE REQUIRED. 
For some considerable time the Or-

ganising Missioner has been aware of an 
opening for Nursing Service on the East-
West Railway Line. There is a stretch 
of over 1000 miles between Por t Augusta 
in South Australia and Kalgoorlie in 
Western Australia. Along that distance 
are small townships and lonely homes. 
No doctor resides among them; no nurse 
ministers there. Occasionally a doctor 
goes up the line, and a chemist serves the 
people at intervals from the train. That 
is the only provision made, and surely 
there is not a human being, white, black 
or departmental, who can fairly regard 
the situation as satisfactory. The people 
of the line have wri t ten to the Depart-
ment concerned, but with no success. Is 
there not a call to us? Before ever the 
people took the matter up, we broached 
the subject, but now the time for action 
has come. There is a great field for a 
Christian Nur°e who will give of her skill, 
experience and sympathy to the sick and 
suffering. To mothers particularly her 
counsel, as well as her attention, will be 
invaluable. If she goes forth with a 
Missionary spirit her witness for her Lord 
will be beyond price. The ministry of 

our B.C.A. Padres will be splendidly am-
plified, and the work of the Church built 
up. A Nurse-Deaconess, tha t is the ideal, 
and it can be translated into actuality for 
the sum of £250 a year. We put it at 
tha t figure because the Nurse must (and 
can only) travel by train. The need is 
real; the ioik out there voice i t ; the Rev. 
Noel Rook (B.C.A.) confirms it. Shall 
we take up the challenge ? Shall we 
advance along the line ? 

S. J . K. 

THE SPIRITUAL VALUE OF £25. 

I t is a great thing to give a child a 
chance. Someone has said, " H e who 
saves a man saves a unit, but he who 
saves a child saves a multiplication 
t a b l e . " And B.C.A. must have room for 
such possibilities. Thank God, our Hos-
tels at least stand for that : the saving 
of the child, the bringing of young Aus-
tralians in the brightness and usefulness 
of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

I t is no light responsibility to manage 
a Hostel out in the Far Country. Pat i-
ence and perseverance are demanded, and, 
above all, a faith in the worth of such 
work and in God. After all, nothing but 
a true spiritual motive keeps our Hostel 
workers at their posts. 

Financially, the Hostels call for some 
sacrifice. We must keep the children 
and give them a chance. The children 
of the H. and P. Union, under Mrs. 
Dixon Hudson, of Hurstville, led the 
way two years ago. In our last issue 
we appealed to our friends to help by 
" a d o p t i n g " a Hostel boy or girl. £25 
per annum a t least would enable us to 
give admission to some li t t le one who 
otherwise could not be taken. In faith 
we went forward. We rejoice to record 
that one friend, who prefers anonymity, 
took up the challenge and recently came 
into our office with a substantial gift. 
That means one child by adoption. To 
the donor wc give thanks. Are there 
others willing thus to follow the good 
example? We need at least three other 
" fos te r parentis." Individuals, groups, 
Sunday Schools may take up the idea. 
£25 per annum, paid monthly or quarterly, 
or in one sum, will do it. No piece of 
work is more gracious or fruitful. I t s 
value (which, after all, is the value of 
a l i t t le child) is beyond calculation. So 
give the children a chance ! £25 stand-
ing by itself is just £25. Apply i t to a 
boy or a girl, and, in God's arithmetic, 
it will begin to multiply itself by 10 's , 
stretching right on into eternity. 

Wri te to our office in Sydney or Mel-
bourne. 

FOR ALL "REAL AUSTRALIAN" 
SUBSCRIBERS. 

As a paper, " T h e Real Aus t r a l i an" has 
no particular respect for any person ex-
cept its printer. I t t reats him with most 
circumspect regard, and feels ashamed to 
face him if his account goes unpaid. He 
is a solid friend of the journal, and we 
are anxious to keep his friendship. This 
can be done if all our subscribers pay up 
their subscriptions—1/6 a year. Don ' t 
delay! Send it at once if you receive in 

your copy a blank subscription form—a 
token tha t i t is due. 

Remember, we have to pay one penny 
postage on each copy we send. The 
postage bill amounts to nearly £20 each 
quarter. You can see what this means 
to us when you fail to pay. Please send 
at once to our office. The address is in 
this issue. 

Owing to pressure of space, we have 
been compelled to omit acknowledgments 
of subscriptions for the past quarter. I t 
has been with reluctance that this im-
portant item has been excised, but so 
much urgent mat ter demanded publication. 
Full acknowledgments will be made next 
issue. 

BETWEEN THIS DATE AND 
XMAS 

we need 
DRAWING-ROOM MEETINGS 

and 
GROCERY AFTERNOONS 

on behalf of our 
Hostels and Hospitals. 

WILL YOU H E L P ? 

Please communicate with our 
Office. 

THE SISTERS' VAN. 

The Sis ters ' Mission Van is now work-
ing through the Armidale Diocese. 

A Farewell Communion Service was 
held in St. Andrew's Cathedral on Mon-
day, August 25th. Sister Kathleen (who 
is in charge) and Sister Loraine go forth 
with the prayers and good wishes of all. 
We rejoice in the cordial welcome ten-
dered them by the Administrator and 
Clergy of Armidale. The Sisters will be 
absent for about six months. 

I t is cheering to find tha t their work 
meets with widespread approval. The 
Ven. Archdeacon Adeney, Vicar-General of 
Gippsland Diocese, writes : " I must ex-
press my appreciation of the work done, 
involving, as i t did, some very courageous 
journeying with tha t awkward Van over 
our hill roads. The Sisters got into many 
places tha t we are not in touch with, and 
we hope their work, followed up, will 
mean a much better covering of the 
ground What struck me most was 
the fine spirit of service shown. I con-
sider that they have done a great thing 
for us, too, in extending among our people 
the idea tha t women workers have this 
definite and useful par t to play in the 
extension of the K ingdom." 

POSTS AND RAILS. 

Frank Comment.—Please notify us of 
change of address, otherwise there can be 
no guarantee of proper delivery of " T h e 
Real Aus t ra l i an ." The Post Office au-
thorities have written bluntly emphasising 
this matter. 

If you are receiving two copies of the 
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paper when only one is due, a note to us 
will make us grateful. We do make mis-
takes at times, and desire to rectify them. 

o o o 
Have you bought your copy of our 

B.C.A. book, " T h t s e Ten Y e a r s , " by the 
Organising Missioner? I t tells the story 
of our Society and i ts work, as well does 
it include sketches of out-back. There 
are 48 pages of letterpress, besides 21 
illustrations, enclosed in a most artist ic 
cover. Price, 1/- (posted, 1/1). Send 
a copy to friends in other States or over-
seas. 

o o o 
To save good money and to aaroid high 

postage charges.—Friends and supporters 
of the B.C.A. will not think us ungrateful 
if we find it impossible to send a personal 
letter with every receipt for gifts sent in. 
They may be sure tha t the courteous 
memo, which we send out is the sincere 
expression of our deep appreciation of 
their donations. 

o o o 
We gratefully acknowledge an anony-

mous gift of £7 sent per post by a pari-
shioner at St. Barnabas ' , Chatswood. 

o o o 
A note from " A Fel low-worker" dated 

July 10th was enclosed with a kind dona-
tion. Thanks again to this helper; also 
to a "Balgowlah F r i e n d , " who sent 5/-
to the office on the same date, 

o o o 
An envelope bearing postmark Sydney, 

August 8th, containing postal note for 
10/-, is hereby thankfully acknowledged, 

o o o 
At Douglas Park , The Sunbeam Club 

has been formed to help our work out-
back. Already a parcel of hospital re-
quisites has been made up for Ceduna. 
We welcome these friends, and rejoice in 
their fellowship. 

o o o 
In Eoseville, Mrs. R. McEhally leads 

the Christian Service Band, a fine body of 
young people who have forwarded valu-
able supplies of hospital clothing and 
other requirements to Sister Bazeley and 
Sister Agnes. We are cheered to know 
that they are continuing their good work, 

o o o 
Many parcels of books have come to 

hand during the past quarter. Mr. Chap-
man, of the C.S.R. Co.; Mrs. Barker, of 
Neutral Bay; and Miss Lackersteen, of 
Ryde, being among the givers. From 
Mrs. McDonald, of the Rectory, Lindfield, 
came a box of valuable volumes which 
had been left by the late Mrs. E. Howell, 
who, during her life, had been a good 
friend of the B.C.A. 

o o o 
The round of efforts on behalf of B.C.A. 

has been splendidly maintained. We 
give thanks to the following:— 

Mrs. Shearman, Manly, for a Grocery 
afternoon. 

Mrs. Hayes, of Eastwood, for a crowded 
gathering of extraordinary success, with 
numerous gifts. 

The Mothers ' Union, St. David 's , Arn-
cliff, for groceries and gifts. 

Mrs. Dixon Hudson and the Mothers ' 
Union at St. George's, Hurstville, for an 
afternoon quite eclipsing all p^st efforts. 

The Women's Guild, St. John ' s , Bee-
croft, arranged their usual Grocery After-

noon on September 2nd. Plentiful were 
the gifts and generous were the donations. 

Our Kookaburras a t Eas t Ryde Church, 
under Messrs. Sharp and Jupp, gave a 
happy Australian entertainment. The 
young people showed how things ought to 
be done, and did it! Our best thanks 
to the two ladies for all their thought and 
work. 

o o o 
A n urgent S.O.S. comes from our B.C.A. 

Hospital at Ceduna. Sneets and servi-
ettes are sorely needed. Can you do any-
thing to heiptf Write to our Sydney or 
Meloourne offices or send direct and get 
into personal touch with the Matron : 
Sister Huxtable, The Hospital, Ceduna, 
West Coast, South Australia. 

o o o 
Has anyone a lady ' s " p u s h - b i k e , " new 

or second-hand, in good order, which they 
would like to give away? Our Croajingo-
long Bush Deaconess, Sister Bazett , needs 
one so tha t she may be able to develop 
her work and yet " s p e l l " her horse more. 
Write to our office and let us know, 

o o o 
Concerning the B.C.A. book, " T hes e Ten 

Y e a r s , " Bishop D'Arcy Irvine, Coadjutor 
Bishop of Sydney, w r i t e s : " I have read 
( i t) with much interest and pleasure and 
thankfulness. I t is a well-told story of 
a fine record of many-sided work for 
Christ 's sake and the Gospel's I 
think it a valuable historical record ." 

o o o 
East Ryde Girls ' Club have again come 

to our help with a fine supply of hospital 
goods. Our thanks to Mrs. Simpson and 
the members. 

o o o 
" T h e Pol lyannas , " always enthusiastic 

workers, have sent in further supplies for 
Ceduna, which help the work and cheer 
us along. 

o o o 
Our B.C.A. Book-stall holds suggestions 

to readers desirous of sending a Christmas 
gift to friends overseas. We recommend 
the following:— 

"We of the Never-Never," by Mrs. Aeneas 
Gunn. A classic sketch of life in the North' 
ern Territory. Cloth, 2/6 ; paper, 1/9. 

"Little Black Princess," by the same author-
ess. An interesting narrative about black 
children. Paper cover, 1/9. 

"Trans-Australian Wonderland," by A. G. 
Bolam. Still a good seller. Full of interest' 
ing information about Central Australia. 
Cloth, 3/6 ; paper, 2/6. 

"On the Wool Track," by Captain Bean. 
All about the Far West of New South Wales. 
Cloth, 2/6. 

"The Tale of Bluey Wren," by Neville 
Cayley. A charming bird study suitable for 
children. Paper cover, 1/6. 

"Coo-ee Talks," by "Binga." One of the 
best books dealing with the lore and customs 
of the Australian aboriginal. An outstanding 
book, and not dear at the published price— 
12/6 cloth. A great present for a boy. 

Send your order to the B.C.A. Office, and 
it will receive prompt attention. Postage, 
twopence extra. 

For those desiring a suitable book of 
sermons, we have a recent production, 
"Spi r i tua l Renewal and Other Sermons," 
by Rev. W. E. Daniels. We warmly com-
mend this volume to clergy, lay-readers, 

and Church-people generally. Price, 2/-
(plus postage). 

"Evangel ical Sermons," by a Layman. 
Full of Gospel messages. Well worth 
while. Price, 1/6 (plus postage). 

WHERE GOD IS WONT TO BE 
WORSHIPPED. 

" W h e r e two or three are gathered to-
gether in My Name, there am I in the 
m i d s t ! " So spake our Lord, and those 
who know the back-country will realise 
that the presence of our Ma&ter is accord-
ing to His promise, not conditioned by 
any mystic act of man or temples made 
with hands. 

Places of worship in B.C.A. areas are 
often strange and unconventional. Per-
haps a building or room cannot be ob-
tained, and a Church edifice is impossible. 
But Christianity is an open-air religion. 
I ts Founder preferred the hillside and the 
grassy field. His people should learn to 
appreciate them. The following sketches 
may have interest. They reveal the fresh-
ness of worship in far places. The first 
is wri t ten by Jtev. S. G. Stewart . 

THE OPEN BEACH. 
The temperature had reached 112° and 

a hot wind was blowing as I left Ceduna 
one Sunday morning to take a service ad-
vertised to be held at 11 o'clock a t Laura 
Bay, the Great Australian Bight. No 
one at Ceduna seemed quite sure as to 
where the place of service was. Some 
thought i t to be the school building, others 
a pr ivate house. After a deal of trouble, 
I managed to find my way to the school, 
but I was late. Only one family came 
for service. As the seats in the building 
were uncomfortable, and the interior like 
an oven (for i t was a small weatherboard 
building), we decided to abandon service 
there for tha t morning. So we all went 
down to the beach, five miles away. I t 
was about a quarter to 12 o 'clock when 
we arrived a t a nice cool spot, protected 
from the hot wind by mangroves, and 
facing a very pret ty bay. We had not 
been there more than half an hour when 
people commenced to come from all direc-
tions. Unfortunately by this i t was time 
to leave for Ceduna, but before departing 
someone suggested holding the next service 
at tha t very spot, and I consented to give 
it a trial . 

Tt was a warm afternoon, and cars were 
making their way towards the spot, when 
service was next arranged for Laura Bay 
beach. The parking arrangements were 
managed by a traffic expert, who lined 
the cars up behind each other in a semi-
circle, the inside facing the water. No 
less than fifteen cars were there, and about 
fifty people, who seated themselves on the 
sand or on the footboards of the cars. 
Having robed, I stood out some few yards 
from the people, and had as a reading-
desk a couple of petrol tins placed on 
top of each other. Well-known hymns 
were selected, as we had no accompani-
ment. The singing was hearty, and the 
service bright. We did not at tempt to 
sing the Canticles or the Psalms. After 
the Benediction had been pronounced, 
many of the people requested tha t I should 
hold service there again. Some of the 
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men who were present confessed that they 
had not been to Church for ten or eleven 
years. 

Since then I have conducted service 
regularly each month on this beach. On 
every occasion we have been blessed with 
ideal weather. Once we were prevented 
gett ing as far as the beach,- for the tide 
had risen so high that it even covered the 
roadway. So we had our service by the 
roadside, sheltered from the wind by a 
mound and some scrub. 

Twice we have knelt a t the Lord 's 
Table to par take of the sacred elements. 
The Table consisted of a suit case the 
first time, of a petrol box on the second 
occasion, covered with a " f a i r white linen 
c lo th . " As one knelt in the open a t 
this solemn and joyful Feast, Christ 's 
Presence was intensely real. The waves, 
as they softly lapped forwards and back-
wards upon the beach a few yards away 
from where we were kneeling, gave us 
music tha t added to the dignity and the 
beauty of the service, and for a while the 
wind hushed as if it realised the solemnity 
of the occasion. 

S. G. S. 
THE IRON HALL. 

Here follows another sketch of a service. 
We visualise a small ' ' h a l l ' ' of corru-
gated iron. The wooden walls of the in-
terior are decorated with maps, charts and 
diagrams showing that two and two make 
four, tha t the world is round, and that 
most Australian snakes are venomous. I t 
serves as a school. But a rearrangement 
is given to the desks; a small Holy Table 
is set up at tne end; an organ comes into 
commission. 

The congregation is outside, men, 
women and children; among the lat ter we 
include several babies. This pre-service 
meeting has quite a social aspect. I t is 
a month since last the people met, and 
the greetings and enquiries and exchange 
of ideas are quite natural . With the 
appearance of the parson the congregation 
quietly troops into the hall. Service be-
gins in the hearty singing of a hymn. 
Then follows the familiar l i turgy of our 
Church, perhaps abbreviated, yet always 
helpful. The children, restless a t first, 
settle down; the babies are put to sleep 
(for it is night) in warm rugs on the 
floor. A queer sight this, but the mothers 
are free to join in the service. The 
Gospel is not without power in this place. 
Forgotten are the trials and worries of a 
bad drought season; invisible becomes the 
grotesque charts on the walls; nothing 
abides but the sense of the Presence of 
the Lord. The Sacrament of the Lord 's 
Supper fittingly closes the worship, mothers 
and fathers, young and old kneeling to-
gether in this service of Blessed Remem-
brance. 

Then all rise, but not to leave immedi-
ately. Outside the building a big fire 
has been burning. The petrol tin, which 
before the service had been filled with 
water, is " j u s t on the b o i l . " Cakes and 
scones are produced, cups and pannikins 
rat t le, and soon all join in a happy meal. 
Perhaps the folk are not aware of it, but 
this feature brings their service very close 
to New Testament days, when Christians 
always brought their " A g a p a e , " or Love 
Feast, into close conjunction with their 
worship. Let others say what they l ike; 

the regimented services of many city 
Churches have much less of true Christian 
spirit and power than have the unconven-
tional simpler services out-back. 

THE PUBLIC HOUSE. 
Picture a wayside " p u b , " the only 

scenic featuie for many a mile along a 
hot dusty track. I ts ueep verandan gives 
it a low-browed furtive appearance. 
Wunday it is, and though the i_<aw has 
thundered forth its prohibition of illegal 
trailing, there is a suspicious t inkling of 
glasses, comoined with smotnered murmur-
mgs in the bar. I t is near tea time, and 
the travelling Padres are constrained to 
stay for the meal. " A l l sorts and con-
ditions of m e n " are present; some are 
flippant, others friendly. But tlie meal 
breaks down any prejudice, and establishes 
a rough, yet real ieiiowship. The sugges-
tion of a service is taken up readily, even 
thougn one or two look uncomfortable as 
the preparations are made. The ' ' bar 
p a r l o u r " is quickly arranged; a few forms 
and extra chairs are prouueed; the blan-
ket shroud covering the piano is cast 
aside. A curious strained hush as though 
something unexpected is likely to happen 
settles down on all. The appearance of 
the Padre in a surplice perhaps intensifies 
the strain, but as the other Padre strikes 
up a few chords of a familiar hymn on 
the piano the tension is at once relieved. 
There is a clearing of throats, a readjust-
ment of collars, a pulling down of waist-
coats, and, following on the piping voice 
of the " l ead ing soprano , " the congrega-
tion gets under weigh, and bassos and 
baritones, tenors and altos give forth a 
melody of sounds tha t have two great 
qualities—audibility and sincerity. 

The prayers are simple; the hymns are 
many. The address conveying some 
pointed lesson from God's Word is re-
ceived with attention. Forgotten are the 
surroundings of the service; out of sight 
are the liquor advertisements hanging on 
ihe wall. The Word of the Lord is hav-
ing free course, ami prayer is silently and 
secretly offered by one tha t His Name be 
glorified in what is being said. The close 
is marked with the singing of a rousing 
hymn. And surely there has been some 
blessing upon tha t service of witness in 
tha t far-away hotel! S. J . K. 

VICTORIAN NOTES. 

An appeal for hymn and psalm boards 
for the Far West Mission of South Aus-
tral ia resulted in a generous response from 
the Parish of St. John ' s , Toorak. 
Through Dr. L a w ' s kindness, we were able 
to send out two splendid boards which 
had but recently been taken out of St. 
John ' s to make room for still more beauti-
ful gifts in keeping with the Chancel fur-
nishings. 

o o o 
Whispers come to us of such prepara-

tions for the Garden Pa r ty at Heidelberg, 
to be held on October 30th, tha t the pro-
mise of a repetition of the good success 
that crowned last year ' s effort is more 
than likely to be realised. Our best 
thanks to Mrs. Price! 

o o o 
During the recent brief visit of Sister 

Loraine Staughton, opportunity was given 

to a few parishes to hear Sister 's story of 
Van travels and adventure. Among those 
who warmly welcomed Sister was " T h e 
League of You th"—a band of young en-
thusiasts themselves! 

o o o 
A very real friend of the Society has 

shown us what can be done with odd-
ments. Several well-made and at t ract ive 
quilts have been given, and these have 
been made out of pieces. Also li t t le 
frocks have been skilfully designed and 
made from pieces left over from other 
occasions. Will this inspire others to 
" g o and do like/wise"? 

o o o 
Apart from city and suburban deputa-

tions, the Deputation Secretary has been 
able to extend his visits to Kyneton, on 
the Bendigo line, where he received a 
warm Avelcome, despite the very wet week-
end, and to the city of Geelong. Geelong 
is noted for its Church spirit and its 
friendliness. Certainly the B.C.A. repre-
sentative found it so! Deputations were 
held at St. Mat thew 's and at Christ 
Church. Geelong Preparatory School was 
also visited. 

o o o 
Will friends help us with goods for our 

Hospitals?—groceries, old linen, table and 
bed linen, and things of general house-
hold use. If you can arrange a little 
meeting in your home, the Deputation 
Secretary will be glad to come and speak 
on our work. If you can give a few 
things, why not leave them at our office? 
Why not pop in each week with some 
small gifts?—a tin of jam, or soap; and, 
together with other such efforts, we should 
soon have a large box packed with goods. 
Our office is on the second floor, Cathedral 
Buildings. Please take the lift! Thank 
you! 

o o o 
Mention must be made of the generosity 

of the Adelaide Steamship Co. in carting 
goods to Adelaide for us; also in our 
thanks would we include Geo. Ferguson 
and Co., shipping agents, Port Adelaide, 
for handling our goods at Adelaide free 
of charge. 

GLIMPSES OF CROAJINGOLONG. 

Life as a Bush Deaconess in this beauti-
ful par t of the Eas t Gippsland bush is 
full of var ie ty and interest , with occa-
sional thrills in the way of adventures 
and abundant opportunities for service. 

These first six months have gone all too 
fast since my arrival last January in 
Cann River, feeling a very " n e w c h u m " 
to be taking on Miss Recce's responsible 
work here. But such kind welcomes re-
ceived from all have been a great help 
towards my quickly settling into the new 
and very full life in such pret ty surround-
ings. 

After an exceptionally long period of 
drought for these parts during the sum-
mer, the winter has so far only brought 
one flood of any serious nature. I t gave 
one a good idea of the conditions the 
people " o u t - b a c k " here have to face dur-
ing a bad winter with frequent floods, 
when Cann and other parts of Croajingo-
long are cut off from the outside world, 
while parts of the Pr ince ' s Highway are 
submerged. 
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Besides taking services at our dear 
little Church of St. John at Cann Eiver 
on alternate Sundays /wi t h also a service 
in the -Bush School at either Tonghi Creek 
or Noorinbee North (eight and nine miles 
away, I have to travel (per pony) on 
the other two wTeek-ends each month to 
our far-distant parts of Croajingolong to 
visit the more lonely folk, and to give 
them services and Sunday School. I t is 
a day's ride to reach both Genoa (33 miles 
along the Princes Highway over Mount 
Drummer, where the view is wonderful) 
and to Combienbar, in the other direction, 
with 17 miles of Pr ince 's Highway, and 
then 17 miles through a valley full of tree 
ferns. Combienbar is surrounded by 
lovely hills, and is evidently a most fer-
tile and healthy valley, with a few scat-
tered settlers, who give one the usual 
hospitable welcome. With the monthly 
trip to Genoa we also visit the more out-
lying settlement of Wangrabelle, 18 miles 
above Genoa up a winding bush road, till 
we reach our linal desination, calling, if 
possible, at the five homesteads en route 
to remind them of the Sunday morning 
service. We are then welcomed in the 
true Australian style by the old pioneer 
couple living in that beautiful spot high 
up among the hills, where the road ends. 

Sunday is then a busy day, with morn-
ing service at Wangrabelle School, then 
down to Genoa for Sunday School and an 
evening service, visiting between if pos-
sible. Each wTeek there is a regular nine 
mile ride up the lovely Cann Valley to 
give religious instruction at Noorinbee 
North, a typical litt le bush school, and 
a visit on alternate weeks at a school 
nearer home. After our Noorinbee North 
weekly visit we cross the river opposite 
the school to call on a dear old English 
couple, both well over 80 years of age, 
where my pony " D i n k y " and I feel quite 
' ' at home ' ' now. 

Since the flood we have had several 
exciting experiences in trying to cross the 
river—now filled with much timber and 
sand banks; the lat ter often prove to be 
quicksands. The pony pulled herself out 
of some quicksands valiantly one day; 
and another time we had an unexpected 
ducking as she slipped into a deep hole 
caused by a fallen tree, but we were none 
the worse for that rather damp experi-
ence. 

Just lately we have all been much 
cheered by the visit of Miss Hardcastle 
and Miss Buscarlet, out on a two and a-
half months' tr ip to Australia from Eng-
land to see something of the work of the 
B.C.A.. in the different " f i e l d s " of this 
great country. They camped with me in 
my little cottage, and quickly settled into 
the bush life. My pony being my sole 
means of transport , the difficulty at first 
was how to take my two most welcome 
guests about. The problem was soon 
solved with the retrieving of my old horse 
from "off the r o a d " and the loan of a 
man's bicycle. They were then able to 
see something of the Cann district and 
visit some of our people, also have a peep 
at the Noorinbee North Bush School, be-
sides helping at the Sunday services tha t 
week-end. They left armed with many 
vsnapshots and water-colour sketches, which 
will give our friends " a t h o m e " a very 
true idea of this part of the lonely Vic-

torian bush where it is my happy privi-
lege to be working in the cause of the 
B.C.A. 

My pony having to work very hard, I 
wonder if any " l o v e r of h o r s e s " among 
the readers of " T h e Eeal A u s t r a l i a n " 
would like to help give her a much needed 
rest after her long week-ends away by 
providing me with an old or new bicycle 
for use in the Cann Valley, where the 
roads are so good now? 

A. D. B. 

A B.C.A. ALPHABET. 

A is for Aeroplane, valued out-back, 
B for Billabongs crossed in its t rack ; 
C, Croa-jingolong, musical name; 
D for the Deaconess, plucky and game; 
E for the Energy needed by all; 
F for the Friends who respond to the call; 
G- for the Grocery Teas tha t we hold; 
H for the Hospitals, blessings untold; 
I for the Interest we earnestly seek; 
J for the Jumble Sales, held every week; 
K, Kooka-burras, a lively young band, 
L for their Laughter which rings through 

the land; 
M is for Mungindi H©stel, you see, 
N for the Number who can ' t pay the 

fee; 
0, Oppor-tunity, child to support; 
P for the Padres, " o f honest r e p o r t " ; 
Q for the Questions ŵ e send through the 

post; 
R for the Eeaders, by stories engrossed; 
S for the Sisters who work at Penong, 
T for their Trials when something goes 

wrong; 
U, Uni-versal, our great B.C.A.; 
V for our Motor Van, t r ave l i ng each 

day; 
W, Wil-cannia, writh hostel and k i rk ; 
X, the eXtent of our parish and work; 
Y for the Young whom at Yule-tide we 

cheer, 
Z for our Zeal as the season draws near. 

Another " A l p h a b e t " will be published 
next issue. 

AN OUTSIDER'S GLIMPSE OF THE 
OUT-BACK. 

After giving up my work at Cann River, 
I took the opportunity offered me of visit-
ing the West Darling Mission before my 
return to England. So on January 30th 
I left Sydney for Ivanhoe, where Sister 
Agnes McGregor had promised to meet me 
with her car. Before reaching there the 
t ra in passed through two dust storms, and 
when I took my hat down from the rack 
I thought I had taken someone else's by 
mistake, for it was absolutely brown in-
stead of black. This was my first ex-
perience of a dust storm, but i t was not 
to be my last. 

I found Sister Agnes wait ing for me, 
though the time was 2.30 a.m. I fondly 
imagined tha t wTe should probably go to 
a hotel or somewhere to sleep till day-
light; but no! she was ready to s tar t 
straight away for the 120 miles to Wil-
cannia, and she was anxious to get as 
far as possible before the sun was up. 
We made a short halt just before dawn 
and boiled our billy, and had some re-
freshing tea. 

The following week we went to meet 
Miss Harvey (Hostel Sister) , who was 

coming from Sydney by the same train . 
We reached Ivanhoe about 9 o'clock at 
night, and when we were fairly near the 
station a dust storm came on, and it was 
three-quarters of an hour before we could 
find tne entrance. Eor some time it was 
impossible to move forward at all, and 
even at the end we found ourselves on 
the platform of the goods station. 

I certainly think that the housewives 
who can keep sweet-tempeied and cheer-
ful in those areas deserve a golden crown. 
You city dwellers who like your houses 
always to be spotlessly clean, think what 
it must be like, half an hour after you 
have finished sweeping and dusting, to 
find everything covered with a tnick layer 
of fine sand! 

After a long drought, everyone was re-
joicing in the fact tha t there had been a 
considerable rainfall in many parts of the 
district, and the desert was blossoming 
in the most wonderful way. I said every-
one, but I must make one exception—the 
motor-driver. Can you imagine roads tha t 
at the best are only sandy tracks, and 
after a deluge of rain are just bogs every-
where! 

Sister Agnes heard one day tha t a young 
girl had died at Menindie, and so was 
very anxious to reach there in time for 
the funeral. Three times we bogged, but 
with the help of strips of matt ing, which 
we carried with us, and boughs from the 
few scrubby trees which were about, we 
managed to free ourselves. Tne fourth 
time we went in close behind the mail 
lorry, which had been stuck there for 
some hours. There was no one within 
sight, but Sister Agnes thought we were 
not very far from a house, so we star ted 
off to wallk; but after going a good dis-
tance there was still no sign of it , and 
we thought it better to return to the car. 
A fire was made, and whilst we w7ere hav-
ing something to eat two men appeared 
in the distance. As they came nearer we 
found one was the mailman and the other 
the owner of the house we had tried to 
find, which was about two miles away. 
They assured us it was absolutely impos-
sible to go on, as there were great stretches 
of water through which we could not pass. 
They kindly used their extra s trength to 
get our car out, and sadly we retraced our 
tracks home. The heat all day had been 
extreme, and we were very glad to call 
at a hospitable house and have a cold 
shower and some cool drinks. We only 
bogged once on the return journey! 

My visit to Wilcannia was brought to a 
close with a flight to Menindie in the 
B.C.A. 'plane. The Padre pilot, Rev. L. 
Daniels, kindly allowed me to accompany 
him one Sunday morning. We started 
about dawn, and arrived over the li t t le 
township in an hour ' s t ime. 

The next day Mr. Daniels flew on an-
other 60 miles to marry a young couple, 
whilst I continued my journey by t ra in 
to Broken Hill, and then to Sydney. 

When I look back upon the month tha t 
I spent with Sister Agnes in her enormous 
parish, I am overwhelmed with surprise 
and admiration at the work which she, a 
frail woman, is undertaking. The diffi-
culties and risks which she faces and over-
comes would daunt many a woman with 
far greater physical strength. 

I am told tha t I chose the very worst 
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month in the year for my visit. Certainly 
the heat and flies and mosquitoes and dust 
will never be forgotten; but the discom-
forts were reduced to a minimum by the 
kindly thought and attention of Mrs. 
Mann, Matron of the B.C.A. Children's 
Hostel, at which I stayed. 

E'. E. 

CHRISTMAS CALENDARS. 

Once again we are stocking at t ract ive 
and charming calendars for sale to our 
friends. As in past years, we shall have 
select Australian designs depicting our 
beautiful native flowers, as well as birds 
and animals. These will range in price 
from 1/- up to 3/- . 

Nothing nicer could be sent as Christ-
mas tokens to people overseas. The 
calendars will carry not only good wishes, 
but the very atmosphere and sunshine of 
Australia. We shall be glad to fulfil 
orders sent by post. 

Remember, all profits are devoted to 
our work. I t means much to us. Wri te 
or call at our offices, where supplies will 
be displayed. 

A HEALING MINISTRY. | 

Nearly two thousand years have passed 
away since One, with a wonderful object 
lesson, taught us the relation of creed to 
conduct. He revealed man ' s relation to 
his opportunities for service to his brother 
man. Having taught the lesson, He said 
to an enquirer, " G o thou and do like-
wise. " If you would find God, seek Him 
in humble service to your brother who is 
living in deprivation and need. 

God is still teaching us. We have been 
slow to learn. We are t rying to see the 
meaning of Christianity in that bat tered 
body on the Jericho Road. The follow-
ing incidents from a letter of one of the 
Bush Nurses of the B.C.A. may help us 
to understand more clearly what an effort 
the Church is making to interpret and 
fulfil that ministry. 

" I had an exceptionally busy time : 
only returned home yesterday after eight 
days ' strenuous sick nursing in a house-
hold of seven, all down with septic in-
fluenza of a scarlatinal type. The mother 
had a frightful quinsy throat , I had to 
give her a diphtheria anti-to:dn, and, of 
course, had the Doctor out to see her and 
her family of five—ages 9 months to 9 
years. I had every one in bed with sore 
throats, high temperatures, earache, coughs 
and croupy conditions; one with a bad 
arm, as well a boy with a septic foot. 
The husband succumbed at last, fortun-
ately not before I had become init iated 
into being a bush woman up to the hilt! 
To begin with, I felt in a helpless state : 
could not manage the tap without a 
handle; could not work the kitchen stove, 
etc. There was nothing we ordinary 
folks are accustomed to. Bit by bi t it 
became natural. I worked hard all day : 
cooked, baked, cleaned, washed, fed babies 
and patients, as well gave four hours ' 
t reatment of various sorts. I t was con-
tinuous, and never did one get a whole 
night ' s rest—and a t first none at all! 
Yesterday I had the mother up for an 
hour or two, but the husband had col-
lapsed, nnd I had to carry on alone. To-

day I got the mother up, and the husband 
—none too well—stayed at home. I left 
the wife and two children to the kitchen 
while I saw to the final washing and dis-
infecting and sterilising of everything, so 
as to leave no fear of further trouble. 
When I was preparing to mount my pony, 
the second youngest child, a boy of two 
years, said, ' W h y is Sister leaving us? 
Why is she going away? ' I arrived home 
only to find tha t several people had been 
searching for me, leaving messages for 
medicine, visits, etc., and as late as it 
was I had to go and visit a recent scarlet 
fever household just out of quarantine. 
I found two suffering from anaemia (de-
bility after fever) , a third with rheumatic 
pains, so I had them to at tend to. I am 
deeply interested in the work, and al-
though it is strenuous I would not like 
to give it u p . " 

F. H. M. 

WANTS, WISHES, AND GIVING OP 
THANKS. 

In last issue, under the above heading, 
we made some requests for Hostel re-
quisites. I t is a happy thing to be able 
to relate that response was ready and 
generous. The kitchen fountain for Wil-
cannia quickly came to hand. The wire-
leiss "batteries have been installed, and once 
more the Hostel workers are in daily touch 
with the outside world. A supply of 
linen and sheets for Mungindi have al-
ready been forwarded. We could do with 
more sheets (single size) and bleached 
mattress covers. Various friends sent 
•c-ome beautiful pictures. Already we have 
expressed our appreciations to them. The 
splendid selection sent by " K . S . E . " we 
gratefully acknowledge here. 

In response to an appeal for gifts of 
sheets, etc., we were splendidly helped by 
Mrs. Bart le t t , of St. Barnabas ' , Chats-
wood; Mrs. Whiddon, of All Saints ' , Bal-
gowlah; and by " E . E . P . , " an anonymous 
donor. 

The motor requirement asked for by 
Rev. V. S. W. Mitchell, of Victoria, was 
also generously supplied. 

From W. L. Hunt , Esq., late of St. Bar-
nabas ', Chatswood, came a most useful 
organ suited for a back-country Church. 

Such gifts splendidly help us. 
The fact of the matter is that the past 

quarter has "been a wonderful time of 
giving. 

We are specially grateful to three 
brothers at Christ Church, Enmore Parish, 
who made themselves responsible for a 
set of new tyres for the Sis ters ' Mission 
Van. A great boon this, and our best 
thanks are conveyed to the donors. 

Then St. Barnabas', George Street 
West, under Rev. l i . B. S. Hammond, heard 
of two needs of ours. One was a port-
able organ for the Far West Mission, 
South Australia; the other was sufficient 
fund$ to enable us to cover with gauze 
the verandahs of the Hostel at Mungindi. 
Within twenty-four hours the Rector 
'phoned through assuring us t ha t both 
needs would be supplied. Tha t ' s the way 
to do it! No longer shall we fear those 
mosquitoes of Mungindi, reputed to be as 
large as fowls and as fierce as eagles! 

From Mrs. Maurice, of Beecroft, came a 
beautiful gong for Mungindi Hostel. 

Mrs. Eccles, of Manly, remembered the 
needs of out-back little ones. 

Mrs. Chapman, of Neutral Bay, sent two 
fine rugs to Mungindi also. 

THE PLACE OF PRAYER. 

Your failure in prayer means our failure 
in work. Our dependence is on you! 

Please give the following a place in your 
daily intercessions:— 

Sunday.—The work of the Church of 
God in far-off and lonely areas of Aus-
tralia, especially remembering those who 
in their isolation have not opportunities 
of fellowship and common prayer. 

Monday.—The Organising Missioner and 
all workers at the Office; the Victorian 
Deputation Secretary and his helpers; all 
students, both men and women, preparing 
for ministry under the B.C.A.; also Nurses 
awaiting location or in training. 

Tuesday.—Wileannia-West Darl ing Mis-
sion; Rev. L. Daniels, Aeroplane Mis-
siner, and Mrs. Daniels; and Sister Agnes, 
Deaconess. 

Wednesday.—Far West Mission (Wil-
loehra) , Eev. W. N. Rook and Rev. S. G. 
Stewart; B.C.A. Mission Hospital, Ceduna, 
with Matron Huxtable, Sisters Morris and . 
Brooks, and helpers; B.C.A. Mission Hos-
pital, Penong, with Sister Bazeley and her 
helper. 

Thursday.—East Gippsland, Sister Lun-
die (Nurse), Sister Bazett (Deaconess), 
and Rev. F. Jones (Missioner). Sister 
Kathleen and Sister Loraine (Mission 
Van Sisters). 

Friday.—Wilcannia Hostel, Mrs. Mann, 
M r s Harvo;- . Miss Hayes, the children 
and their parents. For the Mungindi 
Hostel, Miss Cheers and the children. 
Rev. and Mrs. H. E. Felton (Mungindi), 
Rev. and Mrs. W. I. Fleming (Werrimul, 
Victoria), and Rev. and Mrs. T. Jones 
(Boggabilla). 

Saturday.—Sunday School by Post ; 
Society's deputation work; Bark Hut 
holders; and all our helpers and givers. 

Every Day.—Pray tha t the Council be 
given great wisdom in view of the " o p e n 
d o o r s " before us ; for the confirmation of 
the Spirit of God upon the workers ap-
pointed to go forth at the beginning of 
1931; for people out-back suffering from 
the effects of drought; tha t we be kept 
free from all debt in our work. 

Give thanks for splendid encouragement 
in offers of service from Nurses, also from 
Candidates (men and women) for t ra ining; 
for the wonderful response in recent big 
Rally; for joyous giving by so many sup-
porters; for return of good seasons. 

Wholly set up and printed in Australia, by 
D. S. Ford, Reservoir St., Sydney. 


